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Similarly, on July 21, President Poincare at St. Peters*
burg, as we shall see, believing that "Austria is preparing
to strike a blow,"96 undertook to give the Austrian Ambas-
sador a rude and severe warning, saying significantly, "The
Russian people are very warm friends of the Serbians, and
France is Russia's ally."97 He was trying to bluff Austria
out of doing precisely what Berchtold was intending to do,
and at the same time encouraging Sazonov to stand firm in
support of Serbia.98
Italy also appears to have gotten some inkling of what
was preparing at Vienna—possibly from Count Lutzow
or from Bunsen. On July 16 the Italian Ambassador in
St. Petersburg, "having the impression that Austria was
capable of taking an irrevocable step with regard to Serbia,"
Office next day Bunsen explained that he had this information from
"Count Lutzow, ex-Ambassador at Rome. He has a place near us in the
country and we motored over to luncheon. He had seen both Berchtold
and Porgach at the Ballplatz the day before, and had long conversa-
tions. He put on a serious face and said he wondered if I realized how
grave the situation was. This Government was not going to stand Ser-
bian insolence any longer. No great Power could submit to such audacity
as Serbia had displayed, and keep her position in the world. ... If
Serbia did not at once cave in, force would be used to compel her. Count
Lutzow added that Count Berchtold was sure of German support and
did not believe any country could hesitate to approve—not even Rus-
sia. ... I expressed my doubts whether, if it really came to fighting, which
I could not believe, Russia would allow Austria and Serbia to have it
out in a cockpit. Count Lutzow said Austria was determined to have
her way this time and would refuse to be headed off by anybody" (B. D.>
56).
96 Paleologue, La Russie des Tsars, I, 7. The French Ambassador in
Vienna had already forwarded as "accurate information" a memorandum
stating: "The French Government would be mistaken to have con-
fidence in disseminators of optimism; much will be demanded of Serbia;
she will be required to dissolve several propagandist societies, repress
nationalism, to guard the frontier in cooperation with Austrian officials,
and to keep a strict control over anti-Austrian tendencies in the schools;
and it is a very difficult matter for a Government to consent to become
in this way a policeman for a foreign Government. . . , The tenor of
the Note and its imperious tone almost certainly ensure that Belgrade
will refuse. Then military operations will begin" (Dumaine to Viviani,
July 19 and 20; F.YJB., 13, 14).
«* A.RJB., I, 45, 60; K.D., 134; and PoincarS, IV, 253 f.
as See below, ch. vi.

